
FDA Authorizes and CDC Recommends COVID-19 Vaccines for 
Children under 5 Years

In June, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) authorized emergency use of COVID-19 mRNA vaccines manufactured 
by Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech for children as young as 6 months old. Each vaccine dose for children under 5 years 
contains less mRNA than versions for older children and adults. In clinical trials, even these lower doses for young children 
elicited similar immune responses as higher doses in older children and adults while causing only mild side effects.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) followed up with recommendations for the two vaccines authorized 
for children under 5 years of age:

References: 
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-
announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-
moderna-and-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccines-children
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/vaccines/recommendations/children-teens.html
https://answers.childrenshospital.org/covid-vaccines-under-fiv/
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HIC UPDATE
Activities of the Hawaii Immunization Coalition

The Hawaii Immunization Coalition (HIC) is a statewide, community-based non-profit 501(c)3 coalition of public and private organizations and concerned individuals whose mission 
is to promote effective strategies to ensure that all of Hawaii’s families are appropriately vaccinated against vaccine-preventable diseases. 

Hawaii School Immunization 
Assessment Summary

https://health.hawaii.gov/docd/resources/reports/imm
unization-exemptions/

The Hawaii State Department of Health released the 
School Immunization Assessment Report Summary for 

the 2021-22 school year. There was no data for the 
2020-2021 school year due to the COVID 19 pandemic. 

Coverage was approximately 94% for all required 
vaccines, approximately one percentage point lower 

than the previous school year. The exemption rate 
remained low at 2.2%. There is now an interactive map 

on this website to view data by geographic area.

2022 Hawaii Pediatric Vaccine 
Update

Thanks to everyone who was able to attend the webinar on 
July 26, 2022! Here is a link to the recorded presentation, 

which can be viewed for continuing education credit if you 
were unable to attend the live webinar.

https://www.hawaiipacifichealth.org/ceform/video/?cmeId
=12645

Q & A Update from Speakers:
Although we do not have information on children, this 
study shows that the risk of developing long Covid in 

adults after vaccination and infection is reduced but not 
eliminated.

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-022-01840-0

ACIP CDC Updates Through June 2022 
(excluding COVID-19)

Pneumococcal Vaccines (pediatrics) PCV15 has been approved for children 6 weeks and older. PCV13 or PCV15 can be 
used interchangeably at ages 2, 4, 6, and 12-15 months, and with catch up schedules. At this time a supplemental dose of 
PCV15 is NOT recommended.  For children who received PPSV23 previously they should get a PCV series 8 weeks later. 
For children who are hematopoietic stem cell transplant recipients, 3 sequential doses of PCV followed by a dose of 
PPSV23 beginning 3-6 months after transplant are recommended. PCV20 is still pending review by the ACIP for children. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Influenza Vaccines As of June 2022, the influenza vaccine for the 2021-22 season was 16% effective. See below for the 
strains that will be in the 2022-23 formulations, compared to the previous season. Influenza vaccination can be co-
administered with all COVID vaccines. All options for the flu vaccine in the United States are now quadrivalent. Flucelvax 
(cell-culture based, inactivated) can now be given to those 6 months and older. If available, those 65 and older should 
preferentially receive either the quadrivalent high-dose inactivated influenza vaccine (HD-IIV4), the quadrivalent 
recombinant influenza vaccine (RIV4) or the quadrivalent adjuvanted inactivated influenza vaccine (aIIV4); if none of these 
are available any other approved influenza vaccine is acceptable.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
MMR vaccines
The FDA approved the MMR vaccine manufactured by GSK, Priorix, June 2022. It has been available in other countries 
outside the US but is now available as a 2 dose series at 12-15 months and 4-6 years. The effectiveness and side effect 
profiles are similar to the existing vaccine. The one difference is that the Priorix vaccine does not contain gelatin. The FDA 
licensure allows full interchangeability of the vaccines. See the chart below. 

The ACIP is considering the following updates in the future: the applicability of a one dose HPV vaccination versus the 
current 2 dose series, a MCV indication for homeless populations, a potential meningococcal pentavalent vaccine 
(2023/2024), a RSV vaccine (2023), a chikungunya vaccine (2024), and the evaluation of JYNNEOS for pediatric populations 
(pending study completion). 

Comparison of the serotypes of the PCVe13, 15 and 23.

Influenza vaccine strains.

Comparison of the current MMR II and Priorix vaccine.

Reformulated COVID-19 
bi-valent vaccine boosters will be 

available to protect from 
Omicron subvariants this Fall

The development of new vaccines comes as cases 
continue to slowly rise throughout the US and in Hawaii, 
fueled by the more transmissible BA.4 and BA.5 
Omicron subvariants. Moderna and Pfizer vaccine 
manufacturers are producing bi-valent booster vaccines 
to cover the original SARS-CoV-2 virus, plus the BA.4 
and BA.5 subvariants.

These vaccines may be available as early as mid-
October. Adult populations will be eligible for these 
boosters. Currently officials are opting not to roll out 
second boosters to people ages 50 and younger.

More than 80% of the US population lives in counties 
that have high (45.8%) or medium (35.5%) COVID-19 
levels, according to the latest Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) maps at 
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-
home

New vaccines that protect from these variants may slow 
the number of cases if people opt for the vaccinations. 

Additional information will be available at the Hawaii 
State Department of Health (HDOH) website: 
https://hawaiicovid19.com/vaccine/

A New Type of  COVID-19 Vaccine 
will be available in Hawaii in the 

coming weeks
On July 13, 2022, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
announced it had granted emergency use authorization 
(EUA) for Novavax — a new vaccine for COVID-19 – for 
adults ages 18 years and older. 
The United States Department of Health and Human 
Services has secured 3.2 million doses of Novavax for 
distribution in the U.S., with ordering opening to medical 
professionals in the coming weeks. Research shows 
Novavax to be 100% effective in preventing moderate to 
severe COVID-19.

Novavax uses a traditional vaccine platform consisting of 
viral protein plus adjuvant, used previously for influenza 
and shingles vaccines. It is a two-dose regimen in the 
upper arm, with doses spaced between 3 to 8 weeks apart. 
Refer to the following for detailed information:

Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 
Vaccines | CDC

ACIP July 19, 2022

The CDC is strongly recommending that because of rising 
cases of COVID-19 in the US and Hawaii, now is the time to 
join the millions of Americans who have been vaccinated 
against COVID-19. Vaccination is critical to help protect 
against the severe complications

AUGUST IS NATIONAL IMMUNIZATION 
AWARENESS MONTH

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/niam/index.html

UPCOMING IMMUNIZATION TRAINING

SAVE THE DATE
The Pink Book Course

MARCH 7–8, 2023
The Pink Book Course is coming to 

Honolulu on March 7-8th 2023. This live 
and in-person course is not to be missed. 

Experts from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) will be 
presenting. Sponsored by the Hawaii 

Immunization Coalition.

After a highly successful 2019 NCICP conference co-hosted in Honolulu by Hawaii Immunization Coalition (HIC) and 
Hawaii Public Health Institute (HIPHI). where more than 200 coalition partners from 15 states/counties and six countries 

were represented, Immunize.org and Voices for Vaccines are co-sponsoring the 15th National Conference for 
Immunization Coalitions and Partnerships (NCICP 2022), at the Radisson Blu Mall of America, Minneapolis/St. Paul. 

It's turned out to be a hit as almost 300 coalition leaders have already registered to date. 
Questions about any opportunities at the conference? Contact julie@immunize.org.

HIC will have a presence at this conference! Collect your vintage poster at the resources table at the conference.

Hepatitis B
The Hawai'i Department of Health is partnering with Hawai'i Learning Groups, the Hawai'i Health

& Harm Reduction Center, and Hep Free Hawai'i to produce a 16- week learning series on
Hepatitis B.

Objectives

Mondays
12:00pm- 1:15pm (HST)

Aug 22, 2022
Aug 29, 2022
Sept 12, 2022
Sept 19, 2022
Sept 26, 2022
Oct 03, 2022
Oct 10, 2022
Oct 17, 2022

Oct 24, 2022
Oct 31, 2022
Nov 07, 2022
Nov 14, 2022
Nov 21, 2022
Nov 28, 2022
Dec 05, 2022
Dec 12, 2022

Free continuing education
credits available, including

CME and CPE!
Register Here 

For more information:
Thaddeus Pham, Department of Health 
Thaddeus.Pham@doh.hawaii.gov

To increase self-efficacy and
confidence among primary care
providers to prevent, evaluate,
treat, and control hepatitis B in a
harm reduction context. 
To decrease the need for
specialist referrals to treat
hepatitis.
To decrease the need for
patients with hepatitis B to travel
for specialty care.

or scan
QR Code

NCICP 2022
National Conference for 
Immunization Coalitions 

and Partnerships

September 13 -15, 2022
Minneapolis/St Paul, Minnesota

Pediatric Vaccination Sites
There are currently 107 providers supporting the COVID-19 vaccine for 5 and under. There are 52 VFC providers on 

Oʻahu. In Maui County, there are 9 on the island of Maui, 3 on Molokai, and 1 on Lānaʻi. On Hawaiʻi island there are 19 
providers and on Kauaʻi there are 8 providers. 

Most of the providers can be found at: 
https://hawaiicovid19.com/vaccine/. 

However not all providers are listed on 
the hawaiicovid19.com site. 

You can find more information at the 
following county-specific sites:

City and County of Honolulu
Hawaii County
Kauai County
Maui County

Vaccine Moderna Pfizer/BioNTech
Children’s Ages 6 months to 5 years 6 months to 4 years
mRNA dose 25 micrograms 3 micrograms
Number of Doses 2 doses 3 doses
Dose Schedule Days 0, 28 Days 0, 21,

Month 2 after Dose 2

COVID-19 Vaccination Still Recommended during Pregnancy and 
Breastfeeding

Like other infections during pregnancy, SARS-CoV-2 infection causing COVID-19 disease is associated with worse 
outcomes for mother and child. For the Canadian Surveillance of COVID-19 in Pregnancy (CANCOVID-Preg) project, 
researchers analyzed more than 6,000 pregnancies across Canada from March 2020 through October 2021. Pregnancy 
increased the risk of SARS-CoV-2-related hospitalization as well as admission to intensive care or critical care. In addition, 
SARS-CoV-2 infection during pregnancy increased the risk of preterm birth.

COVID-19 vaccination and boosting remain among the best strategies to prevent or reduce pregnancy complications 
resulting from SARS-CoV-2 infection and COVID-19 disease. Clinical trial and surveillance data indicate that COVID-19 
vaccination is safe and effective among pregnant individuals. The CDC recommends COVID-19 vaccines for people who 
are pregnant, breastfeeding, or planning to get pregnant. In addition to protecting parents from illness, COVID-19 
vaccination induces antibodies that can be passed on to babies through cord blood and possibly breastmilk.

References: 
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2792031
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/pregnancy

Monkeypox and Vaccination 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7122e1.htm

Monkeypox was declared a national public 
health emergency in the U.S on August 4, 
2022. ACAM2000 is indicated for active 
immunization against smallpox disease for 
persons determined to be at high risk for 
smallpox infection. The CDC-held 
Expanded Access Investigational New Drug 
Protocol allows use for Non-Variola 
Orthopoxvirus Infection (e.g., monkeypox) 
during an outbreak. JYNNEOS is a live virus 
vaccine produced from the strain Modified 
Vaccinia Ankara-Bavarian Nordic (MVA-
BN), an attenuated, nonreplicating 
orthopoxvirus. JYNNEOS is indicated for 
prevention of smallpox and monkeypox 
disease in adults 18 years of age and older 
determined to be at high risk for smallpox 
or monkeypox infection. 

Vaccination is recommended for monkeypox pre-exposure (PrEP) and post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP). JYNNEOS is the 
only vaccine that is FDA approved for monkeypox prevention. The JYNNEOS supply has been limited but as supply 
becomes available it is being sent to sites with highest risks for transmission. 

Beginning on Wednesday, July 27, 2022, Hawaiʻi residents 18 and older currently eligible for a JYNNEOS vaccine, 
include:  Individuals who have had exposure to individual(s) with confirmed orthopoxvirus/monkeypox virus within the 
last 14 days, Gay, bisexual, and other men who have sex with men and transgender individuals with high risk intimate 
contact in venues (sex-on-premises events, bathhouses, sex clubs) or areas where monkeypox is known to be spreading 
in the last 14 days. Appointments can be scheduled by calling 808-586-4462. More information can be found on the 
HDOH website: https://health.hawaii.gov/docd/disease_listing/monkeypox/
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